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Research progress on signaling pathways underlying myocardial
fibrosis in atrial fibrillation®

Hong Ci', Di Jia-jie', Meng Qin-wen'?, Huang shan'
(1. Department of Cardiology, The First Affiliated Hospital of Hainan Medical University, Haikou, Hainan
570100, China; 2. College of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Hainan Medical University, Haikou,
Hainan 570100, China)

Abstract: Myocardial fibrosis is a critical pathological basis for the onset and progression of atrial
fibrillation, involving multiple signaling pathways. These pathways often interact or act synergistically with
inflammatory responses. Classical pathways, such as the TGF-/Smad pathway and the Wnt/p -catenin pathway,
promote fibroblast proliferation and upregulate the expression of fibrosis-related proteins. The PI3K/Akt signaling
pathway and the NF-kB signaling pathway not only directly activate fibroblasts but also enhance the expression of
inflammatory factors, indirectly contributing to myocardial fibrosis and atrial remodeling. Additionally, some less-
studied signaling pathways also play significant roles in the progression of myocardial fibrosis in atrial fibrillation.
These pathways not only directly drive myocardial fibrosis but also regulate the progression of fibrosis through
complex molecular interactions. In-depth research into these signaling pathways will provide valuable theoretical
insights for intervention and treatment of atrial myocardial fibrosis.
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Y A 7RO B B Eh 1 2R 5 e v R OGRS
R g —Fh 52 2R 0 B e, 0 D LT 4R AL R B 0
Dy BSLET 24 40 I 1 5 S DT AR S R D 4 4] T
A, R AT BU P B S5 R PR HL AR BRI

TEIX — i B v, {5 5 18 I B O AR P 2 T
B A 6 an, Ak 4 K B F - B (transforming
growth factor—B, TGF-B) {5 ‘5l | B 38 — 48 B 5k
% [# i & 4t (renin—angiotensin—aldosterone system,
RAAS) Fl Wnt/—catenin {5 5 18 [ # TA hy J& 21 4 Ak it
JR 1% L R )y R R R T o 9 4 2T A 2 i 60 T
Ak 4 i 1 o B 2 B2 T RR R 98 E B B B O, L
Fe R0 By WUET 2 A0 i AR B2 FLCs s B 3 17 ) e
LA | B 8 22 O TIEHE 2 BT, S8 A0 N 38 AR ER L A
SEHERBWEFENR B @S ERSEKSS
O WUEF 2 Ak B4 98 5 o PRI, AS SO {5 538 70 D7
B 5 O By WUER e AL b B JARAE F SO B AR 247
IR, L LA 4EE R B R L 2 2%

1 REESER

TE R Z AR 5 18 1, TGF-B/Smad 18 1 . %5 A5 Mk
AL 3— 384 /25 1 3 8 B (phosphoinositide 3—kinase/
protein kinase B, PI3K/Akt) {5518 I . Wnt/3 —catenin
15 5 38 [ A% 5% 53 L F -k B (nuclear factor-kappa B,
NF-«B) {5 538 S22 AR RE 5 5 | B2 .0 B WLET 2 Ak
PR TS 200 B T IE A AR 508 B, A7 ST B R O
O B AT 4 A0 L 3R 58 o7 3 LWL 30 28 1 (alpha-
smooth muscle actin, «a —=SMA ) . i J& & H 25 5] & .0 5
L HEAL A L8 00 28 J TS ARAE DR 1A 4 5 2
o WLEF 4EAk , B PR R A 2 [l 4R T A 25 21 o
1.1 TGF-B/Smad i &

TGF-B & TGF-B 5K H iy — B, REAE I 15 41
J A KA, TCF-B, 8 2 A &8 B 2T 4EAL IR T
82— o Smad B FUR TGF-B T i# {55454 T R
5F . 55 TGF-B {5 5 41 i P9 1% 5 . TGF—B/Smad i
% © iV 22 W I S A A il U A e e 2 2
MLt b R REH BN SR B LR s
L0 1 5 30 B RO B BB ) K 2R R R TR TGF-B/
Smad {5 5 i [ A9 57 W0 0 C BIGIE S 2 SR B0 s
WLET Al i) A% DAL 2 — o

N FZ % -1 (Endothelin—1, ET-1) 7E.L> b7 Bl 5 K KL
BB 0 Py SHEUh 3Rk 19 22, JF REAE TE Ao 1 41 515 18
B R FEEIREE Rk B HOE TGF-B 1R

S e, TTAE 2RO B LA ARS8 R 25 % 30, 18
VRO T B8l R 0 D A 2P miR-26a/b 3R IK B B T
P, [ I Ang I /KLF4/TGF- B 18 #% 84035 , 7 HL ik 26
B HBE KT BELT . o) — W5 &
B, miR-181b HE % i 1 0 ] 15 5 & 3A(semaphorin
3A, Sema3A) , 1 1 TGF-B A5 19 P Bz —[a] 78 5 %
FEFNC B U PRS2 A AR 78 TR AR R RO s £ 4
MM h o RBBEREARIEFFIEY 2
(dishevelled binding antagonist of B catenin 2, DACT2)
B ARG I B e SR TR R R I Tk K
B B, [ B Smad2/3 . p-Smad3 Fl Smad4 % ik [
I, 228 DACT2 A LI b 41 il J AR B0 s i 4
2 Bt e Y TGF— B 38 [, 2 175 hal 4% K B 3 ILET 4 Ak
KA R T TGF-B, By T iF (5 5 A 5~ , CHEN S F
DR NP N = e o | U AR o S I
(‘connective tissue growth factor, CTGF) 31557 3] TGF-
B, 4%, CTGF i #F o« ~SMA Fl i J5 2 (1 77 4, 5
TGF-B, WrIRIVE FHiF5 5 AN =0 s ILET 44k 25 1
iR, P ET-1. CTGF 19 ik , 8¢ [ 15 miR—26a #il
DACT?2, ¥4 ] 3 it 1 il TGF-B/Smad {755 3 #% AR L
TR PR DA OO 5 LA dE AR B

1.2 PI3K/AktiE &

PI3K/Akt {5 5 3 % 76 40 ML 35 58 3L F% | 431k R I
SRR E AR KR\ ER ], PIBK
HEAE 77 A G PTP2 1 PTP3 W] LA 1 40 Ji P9 i A 4 A
T 0 LA L PN B B BN, B A R B0 LA
SR 2T 2 40 it 286 5 PI3K A 3805 T LA 3k Ak F)
1% Ak 5 SO 27 A A3, 0] Ake AT 5835 R T
FE 73 385 R i 0 2T 44k

T80 5 B B A OG0 s ILEF 454635 5t R, PI3K
W A S TRLRE 2 3K B0 B 2T 4 20 it ) O
B 22— o 5RO A S0 52 56 3R B g e 5 AR
KT 132 R mT 32 5 Ak B R A 7K ST | B AR XS AE 2R
I O3A (forkhead box O3A, FoxO3A) 2E [ % ik, MM
R D5 AT 4E 4B Collagen 1 AN 32 85 FH 3k .
B35 B AE 5 — TURIE 5% rp b & 0T 3 5 PI3KY
Akt/SOK X — {5 *5- 38 % 2 £ .0 by WLEF 2 4k . PI3K .
55 p85 5 R 1b (1 B 5 BE AR 25 & L T 0E B
PELF HEALAE TG Ake, FE T 51 o -SMA 3k 3 ",
A1, microRNA 1 78 PI3K/Akt {5 5 J% I8 45 i e &
FEH O HAO 25 % ) miR—-210-3p ] 18 1 40 fia) H-
T —3— i IR A T , 1 9 PI3K RN Akt 85 R 1k /K °F | fi%
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UERE, A5 D BEAE DGO UL AR ALK 5 53l B o

AR L Py BUET 24 A1 43 7 A0S

W ELHE AR T 0 B AT 48 40 L, PIBK/Akt 5 5
T P I 38 3 A E SN AR 2R 0 B WLET 2 A o B 48 i
1 b 3R 1 fioh 52 PR SOE 380 10 B v B 4 iR
T, 18 3 PI3K/Akt/FoxO3 A 4 i 14 77 s F 48 5iE /A
Y ICIE | SRE A B 1 R IR AR i AL, A B
G 8 5" AT L PIBK/AK {5 538 6 AN A AE L%
PR E AT 2 A B () £ Ak h R R EAEN 62 5
RAE P00 o PR, 30 ] PI3K/ Ak 38 i 7T 38 2 9 /b
PN I, FNEF AEACHERR | B0 B B Bl 1 A A 32
1.3 Wnt/B—catenin {5 5@ &

Wnt/B—catenin {5 5 il % J& Wnt {5 5 #% 1Y 28 #
AR AL e SR, n] e i TCF/LEF #% 5% [
VO R R T 4 ) 40 R 5 L 2 R R
W] Wt 15 5 30 7% 15 0 1008 P9 19 A& A= e % D0 AR
K, U HIEAEA T 1 40 A 1w Lo UL AR S 53 A6 7 1
I, Wnt {75 5 38 4% 2% I8 760 o 51 98 10 s B 3 i) 4
Ferh A & A A] 2R /R

FE— TGN 0 i B 3y R XU 1 2 T 5 A8 30 By
HA R ST B, 0 D5 B Bl RR O LR B s
PHF Snail-1 £ F 5 235 5 8 0 Dy WLEF 4 AL 72 )
SIEA G, 7F Snail-1 k3G 051 & (1.0 By ILEF 4E 4k
H1, Wnt/ B —catenin {5 5 18 [ & 4% 8 /R HIM A #FSY
5], DACT2 5 ¥ 4% TCF-B/Smad {5 5 & 4h , i ]
i 3k 410 i) HL-1 48 jfd T B —catenin 7 Thrd1/Serd5 {37 i
M BERR AL, , fff B—catenin JCIK R, FEMIANH] Wnt (55
30 5, 9855 25 4E 4B K" MicroRNA 7E Wnt/B —catenin
3 [ P A B AN T Z 0 VE R, miR—-27b-3p 1] 3 i
B[] Wnt3a 3 [H K Wnt3a .p—B-Catenin Z$i5, N
S Wnt/B—Catenin {75538 % 15 #:" . miR-124-3p |
e 2o A [) AXINT & PRl HG R Gk ARG, B T 4] 4% W/
B —catenin i [ , 52 Wil 1A S0 JIE 15 27 48 200 JfL 1) 34 5 F
TG AL, X — 2ok B AR W] RR A 200 by B 3 & A= 1Y) 22
Jod FRAILAI S B T %% S5 DR F microRNA 25 8 45 X+
A, AR = )] 3 1 Wit/ B —catenin {5 53l 12 5
i i VAR A Ak o A8 40, Jip 3 200 TR 8 1 G 3 ) = F
N-E 1L ¥ (trimethylamine n—oxide, TMAO ) R] fifi .0> 57
J 2T 4k 40 M TP Y Wnt3a . B —catenin , « —SMA | e s R
H 1 . TGF- B, & ik 3 fn, & /8 TMAO {ff Wnt3a/
[3 —catenin {5518 PR ns , 3E— 51 & T O 5 ILEF
AE AL ZE I BT A, Snail—1 1 microRNA 5§ B 4% 8 #2
K1, LA M TMAO 25X 7=y , Y938 1o Wnt/B—catenin

{5 53 B AE IR B0 B WILET 4k b ke 3 B A
1.4 NF-«B{ESiEg

NF-kB J& —FiA% 5% 5k K1, AU S 5 AR
SiE B PE N IR AR AR AR I ik R B RN T
SR DG HE R Y R 3k O R AR VF 2001 58 Y e B0 5 B s
KR RGN NF-w B 5 538 B0 A .

WEAEAF 5T 22 B, e IEDR 25 0T 3 5 3405 NF—-w B/
TGF-B 15 5 38 B 7 | A2 0 b7 LEF 4E AL 8K i 7 3 1]
5T H 2T SR B I3 R NF—« B TNF-a 7K
50 BB s B & R R E I G AR s R,
Jr WA 2 20 5 6 REA Ao PR B8 L9 T G T A 22
St PRHERR OB R 9 38 A BT NF-k B/TGF-B {5 %
el 3 % T JUE R 1 0T BB LK — WIS A R Uk
I, BV R UK PRI , 18015 NF—k B/TNF— o 38 5t 7]
PRE 5 LEF 4 AL 1 Az o 7 — TBURT o i PR R IR £
LN BE ST v e B, R K P RE 8 Jd 2k STAT3/
NF-kB {5 5 A 5 09 3% 48 300G 0 Dy 2T 2 40 i O
R SRR 0 R 3k, DT N R B WUET 4 462 it
Ak, TLRA/NF-« B {5 5 i [ 94 iE 52 i 2 5 7 oo
WLILER 5 14 45 4 8 H -CN K 35 X 48 co-C1f 845 A
JILET 2 A0 M 2 A SR RE RN T 4E AL Y HEFR

55 PI3K/Akt 3 f%—FE , NF—«B {55 518 it ] 3 i
P2 E G E S 51 0 B WLET 4R G % A ERK1/2 B
FRAL IS IS, St — 24 5 NF-«B B R 1L, 2 5
BLR 5 AE S o 2% /I8 5 A8 P — T00%F 0 s B 51 KRR
U WILE 2R A& RE S i 0 248 LA 5 3 8% 1 F 90 v R B
ERK1/2-NF-« B {5 71 % 1 g F - 8 f5 2% T b 2R
F1 I A5 40 A 2 BRE 20 7 — 1 0 40 1] 286 B 0 -1 X R
Fofr 5 E PR~ 7K SF- , DT o 25 Jo 4 g 2R 11 g 2/9 7K
S AR HE O B WILER 4k B0 s T o R 1 4 i BE
T K 4 38 o8 42 52 VA8 S0 rh 19 7% S [X F PPARy
B 1] 2 5 B 32 W R Ak NF—k B p65 , MUTTTT R 5 HL-1 28
JHL P 5 i FEF LR, 3F — 20 AE O B B B 45 4 7 9
o & ¥ EAE A O IneRNA Al RE i 3 (5 Sl i 2 5
O 3 B B 9 E R IEAE R R AE KU By LA 44k b
BRI PR R W, BR DNA i 5
PTG 1Y K BE A Z T RNA R i 410 3] p38 MAPK/NF-
kB p65 i i , HE T Ul 5 S AR T AR A LIl T O LA
Pribr i W FN 9 K 7K F 3k B O By LA 44k
R o R 5E 22 BH , J0 0 2 1 12 30 2 0 0 B B
LR YR, i 58 2o RS RE 7 AR NF-kB {55
T AR AE O Dy LT 4 Ak i 2 vl ke 0 DG B
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2.1 PLK2/ERK1/2/OPN {52 1% %

PLK2 /& — Fh 22 S 1R - 70 A FR Vil . 5 40 i 1
B . SRR IR I AN A0 L T A G . R R
5 A ERK1/2 02 —Fh 28 B, 00 5 AT A
FLHE LR ) R s 5 R . 0 B sl B L i 41 41
HY PLK2 235 80 2 T, 1M PLK2 D RE Y 2k
W3 B 34 ERK12 B Rk, #F— A iERE R EA
(Osteopontin, OPN) 433, M A2 1 0> B WLETF 44k
SN 8 I T SE e 728 T i e
2.2 JAK/STATIESiEE

— IG5 2 B, ot /NAROA A 2 K PR RE A
53 AT 4R A0 18 JAK-STAT 15 53 % 6 3k F1 7%
P, -1 5 20 ML A0 BT AR A i R BUR R
TURR KU By BUET 24 40 0 A F AT o F B 2,
TS B A UE B JAK-STAT #006 B A O ke, 5
LM, 20 By S kA T AR B A AT Ak AL
2.3 PI3Ky/SGK1{5SE®%

i 958 IR FE R - i 58 1 £ 1 14 L FR A LIGHT,
FLREE 2 5 IR AL A G0 g5 RN At B 2F 4k AL . I RN
B O WOR AT M1
regulated kinase 1, SGK1) —M AGC Z i) 24 A TR
ISR AR O, E e R R U A A kT
O VA ML 2R defb . I 854k . RAESFAER L R
SRR R PEMEF o WU 2529058 3o 4K P FAA 1 52 56
KB, LIGHT 3 %58 iof e #PE 0 B W5 41 A b fh A\
A2 F 40 PR 7 4 TGF-B, . 4l 2 -10 433,
e il 0 JLZT S Ak 58 I R0 2 T AF il B B, X
— b D) 2 3 5 PIBK y/SGK 1 {5 53 P& S 3
24 {ERFESESERNETAY

H A R L 2% i O ILEF 24k 1 25 B R s s /0
Rt A — 3 0 AR B R T 3R 97 0 B BBl (14 25 )
Wi 5T E 55 AT LAZE A O B WLEF 4 Ak . VE 24 7 1 451)
W TR T R M e 16 25 ) 35 b g wT LA R
il ERK1/2/0OPN il 5 57 .0 B3 LT 4E AL A4 2 FpE
DR ) — 28 FH 25— FOSUNICRE 6% 3 3k 00+ T 440 e A
HF 4o 055 145 X0k 28 I AR 545 2, T 31
il TCF-B, ik, I8 2o BT AR 1 IR 0% Ak B 1 g
DLV 550 Dy ILEF 44k s TRVRE A S B PRI V6 97 25 )
(14 35 4% 51 ¥ 38 4o 98 7240 O¢ miRNA - (41 miR-21) &
FEHUC Dy WUEF AR AR TR s v 2 0 46000 3R 7 I IR

(serum/glucocorticoid

FEEHF ORGSR ] | ERK
T O DT 0 O i LT AR

iAot B IE S A O s LA 4
foAs S A & W R VE T, e KR
Hh i B4 T o AR — Al T A R 2 e R
B Sema3A BT A K AEVE T, il i 1 TGF-B 1R
538 [ TR O B WLER SR AR 0 5 R AT i A 3
TGF-B /Smad & [ £ 1335, 85O b LA 4
b B 2% figt 0> s B h 0 T 5 Ak e 28 0 AT 3 o AR
miR-135b [ & ik, [A] £ 4 ] TGF- B/Smads i&@ % |
T O s 22T Ak

R 25 W A A B TE I R b BSE E h BOR
H—E PLEF de AR B, (R AR 2 Tl
D W Bl AR G AR EA IR T, RSk AT B RN iRy
YA A O i BBl i6 IT SR W EAT IR APEAS LU F
K A BP0 s LA de AR A G259, R b
BB 7 B AL MRS o R 8 T TR W

BESRE

LR LA, 0 s BBl 04 A A 5 22 i R 2k B
BLH 2 DIAR O , e rp s s JILET i A A D 40 B
R, RF Lo i 45 R R 5 MR 0 O B R H IR B
Wil BARHLE B RAT A7 A28 22 R 2 b Rk
BIF 5 10 1 — 2 W A A [ 45 5 3 3% =22 ] f) A E AR
4 T BRAR 0 B WLET e Al ) g AR B i B (3t R
2R o [RY IR, 7 BB A B4 0 Y | 22 4 5 o B B
BTN TR BE M KRB T2 08, A 2248 7 SIS 1Y
O3 R AL BT R O BEAR S T B B0 T ORI, A A
BY T I 4 AT S0 B 160 B BB 9 25900, 6 ] g
ST HEAAR S0 A PR B9 255 TR0 T SR BT S B
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